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SUBJECT: CALL ON DEPUTY SECRETARY BY ARGENTINE AMBASSADOR 

1 . DEPUTY SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER RECEIVED ARGENTINE 
AMBASSADOR AJA ESPIL MARCH 3. 

2. THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OPENED BY NOTING HE HAD 
EARLIER TALKED WITH THE ARGENTINE CHARGE. HE SAID HE WAS 
PLEASED THE AMBASSADOR HAD COME IN AS THE USG IS ANXIOUS 
THAT THE CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION BE KEPT OPEN. 

3. AJA ESPIL REFERRED TO THE LONG HISTORY OF GOOD 
RELATIONS BETWEEN ARGENTINA AND THE U.S. BASED ON MUTUAL 
UNDERSTANDING AND RESPECT. ARGENTINA ASSUMED THAT THE NEW 
US ADMINISTRATION WOULD TAKE THE SAME VIEW. BUT THE 
GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA WAS NOTIFIED OF THE DECISION OF THE 
NEW ADMINISTRATION TO REDUCE FMS CREDITS THROUGH THE PRESS 
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WHICH QUOTED THE SECRETARY'S TESTIMONY AND INOUYE S REMARKS 
DURING THE HEARING OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN 
OPERATIONS OF SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE. THAT IS NOT, 

HE SAID, THE REAL PROBLEM, HOWEVER. THE PROBLEM IS THAT 
BY THIS DECISION ARGENTINA IS ACCUSED OF PERPETRATING GROSS 

VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS - A CHARGE THE GOA REJECTS. 
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THEREFORE HE HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED BY HIS GOVERNMENT TO 
PRESENT A NOTE STATING THE DECISION OF THE GOA NOT TO USE 
1978 FMS CREDITS. 

4. AJA ESPIL THEN PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING FIRST PERSON 
NOTE: BEGIN TEXT: MR. SECRETARY: I HAVE THE HONOR TO 
INFORM YOU, ACCORDING TO INSTRUCTIONS RECEIVED FROM MY 
GOVERNMENT, THAT THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC WILL NOT MAKE USE 
OF THE FOREIGN MILITARY SALES CREDIT FOR FISCAL YEAR 

1978. 

ACCEPT MR. SECRETARY THE ASSURANCES OF MY HIGHEST 
CONSIDERATION. END TEXT. 

5. DEPUTY SECRETARY ACCEPTED THE NOTE ON BEHALF OF THE 
SECRETARY. HE SAID THAT THE US RECOGNIZES THAT THE 
DECISION NOT TO MAKE USE OF FY 78 MILITARY CREDITS WAS 
ENTIRELY THE PROVINCE OF THE GOA, IUST AS THE DECISION TO 
REDUCE THE FIGURE WAS APPROPRIATELY A DECISION FOR THE 
U.S. HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT RELATIONS WOULD CONTINUE 
ON THE BASIS OF MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING AND RESPECT AS IN THE 
PAST. THE U.S. IS FULLY CONSCIOUS OF THE SECURITY PROBLEMS 
FACING THE GOA BUT IT WOULD SEEM THAT THE POINT HAD BEEN 
REACHED IN REESTABLISHING CONTROL WHERE IT SHOULD BE 
POSSIBLE TO COMBINE FIRMNESS WITH RESTRAINT. 

6. CHRISTOPHER NOTED THAT HE HAD PERSONAL 

EXPERIENCE WITH SITUATIONS SIMILAR TO THAT FACING ARGENTINA, 
ALTHOUGH CLEARLY NOT AS SERIOUS. IT IS ESSENTIAL IN THESE 
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CONDITIONS TO COMBINE FIRMNESS WITH RESTRAINT. OTHERWISE 
STABILITY WILL NOT BE ACHIEVED. 

7. SAYING HE LIKED THE AMBASSADOR'S USE OF THE WORDS 
MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING, CHRISTOPHER AFFIRMED THE US DESIRE 
TO CONTINUE GOOD RELATIONS. HE EMPHASIZED, HOWEVER, THE 
US BELIEF THAT THE FUTURE DEPENDS ON RESPECT FOR THE RULE 
OF LAW AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS. WE ARE ANXIOUS TO 
MAINTAIN COMMUNICATIONS AND IMPROVE OUR RELATIONS, 
CHRISTOPHER SAID, AND IT IS IN THAT SPIRIT THAT HE WAS 
RECEIVING THE AMBASSADOR. 

8. AJA ESPIL RESPONDED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT FULLY AGREED 
WITH THAT PORTION OF THE SECRETARY'S TESTIMONY REGARDING 
THE NEED TO FOSTER A CLIMATE OF COOPERATION BETWEEN 
NORTH AND SOUTH. CHRISTOPHER SAID THE U.S. WOULD DO ITS 
BEST TO IMPROVE THE CONSULTATIVE PROCESS BETWEEN NORTH 
AND SOUTH AND BETWEEN ARGENTINA AND THE U.S. WE WOULD 
ALSO, HE SAID, SEEK TO MAINTAIN CONSISTENCY OF STANDARDS 
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IN OUR APPROACH TO PROBLEMS. AJA ESPIL REPLIED THAT THE 
LAST POINT WAS VERY IMPORTANT. 

9. ATMOSPHERE WAS RELAXED AND FRIENDLY THROUGHOUT. THE 
AMBASSADOR AND THE DEPUTY SECRETARY SAID THEY HOPED TO SEE 
ONE ANOTHER SOON UNDER DIFFERENT CIRCUMSTANCES. 

VANCE 
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SUBJECT: CALL ON DEPUTY SECRETARY BY ARGENTINE AMBASSADOR 

1 . DEPUTY SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER RECEIVED ARGENTINE 
AMBASSADOR AJA ESPIL MARCH 3. 

2. THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OPENED BY NOTING HE HAD 
EARLIER TALKED WITH THE ARGENTINE CHARGE. HE SAID HE WAS 
PLEASED THE AMBASSADOR HAD COME IN AS THE USG IS ANXIOUS 
THAT THE CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION BE KEPT OPEN. 
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3. AJA ESPIL REFERRED TO THE LONG HISTORY OF GOOD 
RELATIONS BETWEEN ARGENTINA AND THE U.S. BASED ON MUTUAL 
UNDERSTANDING AND RESPECT. ARGENTINA ASSUMED THAT THE NEW 
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US ADMINISTRATION WOULD TAKE THE SAME VIEW. BUT THE 
GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA WAS NOTIFIED OF THE DECISION OF THE 
NEW ADMINISTRATION TO REDUCE FMS CREDITS THROUGH THE PRESS 
WHICH QUOTED THE SECRETARY'S TESTIMONY AND INOUYE'S REMARKS 
DURING THE HEARING OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN 
OPERATIONS OF SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE. THAT IS NOT, 
HE SAID, THE REAL PROBLEM, HOWEVER. THE PROBLEM IS THAT 
BY THIS DECISION ARGENTINA IS ACCUSED OF PERPETRATING GROSS 

VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS - A CHARGE THE GOA REIECTS. 
THEREFORE HE HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED BY HIS GOVERNMENT TO 
PRESENT A NOTE STATING THE DECISION OF THE GOA NOT TO USE 
1978 FMS CREDITS. 

4. AJA ESPIL THEN PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING FIRST PERSON 
NOTE: BEGIN TEXT: MR. SECRETARY: I HAVE THE HONOR TO 
INFORM YOU, ACCORDING TO INSTRUCTIONS RECEIVED FROM MY 
GOVERNMENT, THAT THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC WILL NOT MAKE USE 
OF THE FOREIGN MILITARY SALES CREDIT FOR FISCAL YEAR 

1978. 

ACCEPT MR. SECRETARY THE ASSURANCES OF MY HIGHEST 
CONSIDERATION. END TEXT. 

5. DEPUTY SECRETARY ACCEPTED THE NOTE ON BEHALF OF THE 
SECRETARY. HE SAID THAT THE US RECOGNIZES THAT THE 
DECISION NOT TO MAKE USE OF FY 78 MILITARY CREDITS WAS 
ENTIRELY THE PROVINCE OF THE GOA, JUST AS THE DECISION TO 
REDUCE THE FIGURE WAS APPROPRIATELY A DECISION FOR THE 
U.S. HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT RELATIONS WOULD CONTINUE 
ON THE BASIS OF MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING AND RESPECT AS IN THE 
PAST. THE U.S. IS FULLY CONSCIOUS OF THE SECURITY PROBLEMS 
FACING THE GOA BUT IT WOULD SEEM THAT THE POINT HAD BEEN 
REACHED IN REESTABLISHING CONTROL WHERE IT SHOULD BE 
POSSIBLE TO COMBINE FIRMNESS WITH RESTRAINT. 
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6. CHRISTOPHER NOTED THAT HE HAD PERSONAL 

EXPERIENCE WITH SITUATIONS SIMILAR TO THAT FACING ARGENTINA, 
ALTHOUGH CLEARLY NOT AS SERIOUS. IT IS ESSENTIAL IN THESE 
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CONDITIONS TO COMBINE FIRMNESS WITH RESTRAINT. OTHERWISE 
STABILITY WILL NOT BE ACHIEVED. 

7. SAYING HE LIKED THE AMBASSADOR’S USE OF THE WORDS 
MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING, CHRISTOPHER AFFIRMED THE US DESIRE 
TO CONTINUE GOOD RELATIONS. HE EMPHASIZED, HOWEVER, THE 
US BELIEF THAT THE FUTURE DEPENDS ON RESPECT FOR THE RULE 
OF LAW AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS. WE ARE ANXIOUS TO 
MAINTAIN COMMUNICATIONS AND IMPROVE OUR RELATIONS, 

CHRISTOPHER SAID, AND IT IS IN THAT SPIRIT THAT HE WAS 
RECEIVING THE AMBASSADOR. 

8. AJA ESPIL RESPONDED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT FULLY AGREED 
WITH THAT PORTION OF THE SECRETARY’S TESTIMONY REGARDING 
THE NEED TO FOSTER A CLIMATE OF COOPERATION BETWEEN 
NORTH AND SOUTH. CHRISTOPHER SAID THE U.S. WOULD DO ITS 
BEST TO IMPROVE THE CONSULTATIVE PROCESS BETWEEN NORTH 
AND SOUTH AND BETWEEN ARGENTINA AND THE U.S. WE WOULD 
ALSO, HE SAID, SEEK TO MAINTAIN CONSISTENCY OF STANDARDS 

IN OUR APPROACH TO PROBLEMS. AJA ESPIL REPLIED THAT THE 
LAST POINT WAS VERY IMPORTANT. 

9. ATMOSPHERE WAS RELAXED AND FRIENDLY THROUGHOUT. THE 
AMBASSADOR AND THE DEPUTY SECRETARY SAID THEY HOPED TO SEE 
ONE ANOTHER SOON UNDER DIFFERENT CIRCUMSTANCES. VANCE UNQUOTE 
CHRISTOPHER 
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FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 048062 SENT ACTION BUENOS AIRES INFO 
SANTIAGO BRASILIA MONTEVIDEO 04 MAR 77 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL STATE 048062 

FOL REPEAT STATE 048062 ACTION BUENOS AIRES DATED 04 MAR 77 
QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL STATE 048062 
E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS:PFOR, SHUM, AR 

SUBJECT: CALL ON DEPUTY SECRETARY BY ARGENTINE AMBASSADOR 

1 . DEPUTY SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER RECEIVED ARGENTINE 
AMBASSADOR AJA ESPIL MARCH 3. 

2. THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OPENED BY NOTING HE HAD 
EARLIER TALKED WITH THE ARGENTINE CHARGE. HE SAID HE WAS 
PLEASED THE AMBASSADOR HAD COME IN AS THE USG IS ANXIOUS 
THAT THE CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION BE KEPT OPEN. 
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3. AJA ESPIL REFERRED TO THE LONG HISTORY OF GOOD 
RELATIONS BETWEEN ARGENTINA AND THE U.S. BASED ON MUTUAL 
UNDERSTANDING AND RESPECT. ARGENTINA ASSUMED THAT THE NEW 
US ADMINISTRATION WOULD TAKE THE SAME VIEW. BUT THE 
GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA WAS NOTIFIED OF THE DECISION OF THE 
NEW ADMINISTRATION TO REDUCE FMS CREDITS THROUGH THE PRESS 
WHICH QUOTED THE SECRETARY'S TESTIMONY AND INOUYE'S REMARKS 
DURING THE HEARING OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN 
OPERATIONS OF SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE. THAT IS NOT, 
HE SAID, THE REAL PROBLEM, HOWEVER. THE PROBLEM IS THAT 

BY THIS DECISION ARGENTINA IS ACCUSED OF PERPETRATING GROSS 

VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS - A CHARGE THE GOA REJECTS. 
THEREFORE HE HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED BY HIS GOVERNMENT TO 
PRESENT A NOTE STATING THE DECISION OF THE GOA NOT TO USE 
1978 FMS CREDITS. 

4. AJA ESPIL THEN PRESENTED THE FOLLOWING FIRST PERSON 
NOTE: BEGIN TEXT: MR. SECRETARY: I HAVE THE HONOR TO 
INFORM YOU, ACCORDING TO INSTRUCTIONS RECEIVED FROM MY 
GOVERNMENT, THAT THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC WILL NOT MAKE USE 
OF THE FOREIGN MILITARY SALES CREDIT FOR FISCAL YEAR 

1978. 

ACCEPT MR. SECRETARY THE ASSURANCES OF MY HIGHEST 
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CONSIDERATION. END TEXT. 

5. DEPUTY SECRETARY ACCEPTED THE NOTE ON BEHALF OF THE 
SECRETARY. HE SAID THAT THE US RECOGNIZES THAT THE 
DECISION NOT TO MAKE USE OF FY 78 MILITARY CREDITS WAS 
ENTIRELY THE PROVINCE OF THE GOA, JUST AS THE DECISION TO 
REDUCE THE FIGURE WAS APPROPRIATELY A DECISION FOR THE 
U.S. HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT RELATIONS WOULD CONTINUE 
ON THE BASIS OF MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING AND RESPECT AS IN THE 
PAST. THE U.S. IS FULLY CONSCIOUS OF THE SECURITY PROBLEMS 
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FACING THE GOA BUT IT WOULD SEEM THAT THE POINT HAD BEEN 
REACHED IN REESTABLISHING CONTROL WHERE IT SHOULD BE 
POSSIBLE TO COMBINE FIRMNESS WITH RESTRAINT. 

6. CHRISTOPHER NOTED THAT HE HAD PERSONAL 

EXPERIENCE WITH SITUATIONS SIMILAR TO THAT FACING ARGENTINA. 
ALTHOUGH CLEARLY NOT AS SERIOUS. IT IS ESSENTIAL IN THESE 
CONDITIONS TO COMBINE FIRMNESS WITH RESTRAINT. OTHERWISE 
STABILITY WILL NOT BE ACHIEVED. 

7. SAYING HE LIKED THE AMBASSADOR'S USE OF THE WORDS 
MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING, CHRISTOPHER AFFIRMED THE US DESIRE 
TO CONTINUE GOOD RELATIONS. HE EMPHASIZED, HOWEVER, THE 
US BELIEF THAT THE FUTURE DEPENDS ON RESPECT FOR THE RULE 
OF LAW AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS. WE ARE ANXIOUS TO 
MAINTAIN COMMUNICATIONS AND IMPROVE OUR RELATIONS, 

CHRISTOPHER SAID, AND IT IS IN THAT SPIRIT THAT HE WAS 
RECEIVING THE AMBASSADOR. 

8. AJA ESPIL RESPONDED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT FULLY AGREED 
WITH THAT PORTION OF THE SECRETARY'S TESTIMONY REGARDING 
THE NEED TO FOSTER A CLIMATE OF COOPERATION BETWEEN 
NORTH AND SOUTH. CHRISTOPHER SAID THE U.S. WOULD DO ITS 
BEST TO IMPROVE THE CONSULTATIVE PROCESS BETWEEN NORTH 
AND SOUTH AND BETWEEN ARGENTINA AND THE U.S. WE WOULD 
ALSO, HE SAID, SEEK TO MAINTAIN CONSISTENCY OF STANDARDS 

IN OUR APPROACH TO PROBLEMS. AJA ESPIL REPLIED THAT THE 
LAST POINT WAS VERY IMPORTANT. 

9. ATMOSPHERE WAS RELAXED AND FRIENDLY THROUGHOUT. THE 
AMBASSADOR AND THE DEPUTY SECRETARY SAID THEY HOPED TO SEE 
ONE ANOTHER SOON UNDER DIFFERENT CIRCUMSTANCES. VANCE UNQUOTE 
CHRISTOPHER 

UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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